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such a system of laws with exceptions exist, unless the
system itself is full of contradictions at the outset? While
one may grant that subordinate moral precepts, dealing
with the concrete conditions of life, are subject to the
fluctuations of these conditions, no such variability can affect
the fundamental norms of ethics. And it is an important
test of the trustworthiness of moral principles that they
shall form a whole wherein there are no contradictions,
Thus, as a matter of fact, we require that the ultimate pre-
suppositions of all theoretical disciplines shall be internally
coherent; this is especially the case with logic, the theo-
retical and normative science nearest akin to ethics.

However, these scruples may be met by the statement
that we are not dealing with a contradiction between the
fundamental principles themselves, but merely with the
question of their applicability to special cases. A moral
fact may present certain features that would lead one to
class it under a certain norm; but further characteristics may
render such a subsumption a mistake, and another and
higher norm may take the place of the first. We are really
as fully justified in holding that such instances are only
apparent exceptions to the norm as we are in the case o
those exceptions to natural laws which so often result from
their crossing with other natural laws.1

But this kind of interpretation does not do away with an
essential difference that undoubtedly exists between the two
cases. Where a fundamental principle of logic or a law of
nature is inapplicable, it is yet impossible that anything
should result which is entirely opposed to the principle in
question. But this is just what happens in the case of a
conflict of norms. Hence we must recognise at the outset,
as a characteristic feature of moral norms, that one of them

1 Cf. my essay, Ueber den Begriffdes Gesetzes^ etc*; Philosophised Studfon> iii.>
pp. 201 ff.